MUSIC IN LONDON 1890-94

7 June 1893

I HAVE to congratulate the Philharmonic Society on having at last
made a resolute and fairly successful effort to give a concert of
nearly reasonable length. Instead of the usual two or three con-
certos, five or six symphonies, selection of overtures, suite from
the latest "incidental music*' composed for the theatres by one of
our professors, and a march or so, besides die vocal pieces, we
had only about two hours' music; and though that is a good half-
hour too much, still, it is better than two hours and forty or fifty
minutes. We also had the orchestra under the command of con-
ductors who, as their own works were in hand, were strongly
interested in making the most of the occasion; and the result was
instructive.

Saint-Saens' Rouet d'Omphale is trivial enough to satisfy even
the weariest of the unhappy persons who go to the Philharmonic
for the sake of culture, under compulsion of fashion or their
parents, and who invariably betray themselves by die rapture
with which they greet any of those bogus concertos or sym-
phonies which are really only very slightly developed suites de
ballet, widi episodical barcarolles disguised as "second subjects/'
But it afforded the relief of contemplating a broad expanse of
finely graded ^sound between the fortissimo of the band as Saint-
Saens handled it and itspianissimfalihete were ten degrees of
color and force in the gradation where there is usually only one;
and even these did not exhaust the possible range of effect, for
the orchestra is capable of a much more powerful fortissimo than
Saint-Saens required from it.

Again, in the scherzo of Tchaikowsky's symphony, a move-
ment of purely orchestral display, die quality of tone in the
pifticato for the strings and in the section for die brass was
wonderful. Probably Tchaikowsky could not have achieved such
a result anywhere else in the world at equally short notice. But
why is it that but for the occasional visits of strangers like Grieg,
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